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(57) ABSTRACT

To partition a distributed fabric system, at least one system
port is allocated to each switching domain of multiple non-
overlapping switching domains in a distributed fabric system.
Multiple different look-up tables are produced, wherein each
look-up table corresponds to a different switching domain of
the multiple non-overlapping switching domains in the dis-
tributed fabric system. Each system port is associated with the
look-up table of the multiple look-up tables that corresponds
to the switching domain to which that system port is allo-
cated. The look-up table associated with each system port has
at least one table entry for each other system port allocated to
the same switching domain as that system port.

23 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets

MAP EACH NETWORK PORT TO A GLOBALLY UNIQUE
LOGICAL SYSTEM PORT

l

ASSOCIATE EACH SYSTEM PORT WITH AN ITM PORT
AND AN OTM PORT

ALLOCATE SYSTEM PORTS TO A NON-OVERLAPPING
SWITCHING DOMAIN

CONFIGURE EACH SYSTEM PORT ASSIGNED TO THE
SWITCHING DOMAIN WITH LOOKUP TABLE ENTRIES
AND WITH VOQS FOR THOSE OTM PORTS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE OTHER SYSTEM PORTS ASSIGNED TO THE
SAME SWITCHING DOMAIN AS THAT SYSTEM PORT

Y

LIMIT EACH SYSTEM PORT THAT RECEIVES A PACKET
TO FORWARDING THE PACKET TO ONLY THOSE OTM
PORTS FOR WHICH THE LOOKUP TABLE OF THAT
SYSTEM PORT HAS A TABLE ENTRY

(STEP 102)

(STEP 104)

(STEP 108)

(STEP 108)

(STEP 110)
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MAP EACH NETWORK PORT TO A GLOBALLY UNIQUE
LOGICAL SYSTEM PORT

(STEP 102)

l

ASSOCIATE EACH SYSTEM PORT WITH AN ITM PORT
AND AN OTM PORT

(STEP 104)

ALLOCATE SYSTEM PORTS TO A NON-OVERLAPPING
SWITCHING DOMAIN

(STEP 106)

CONFIGURE EACH SYSTEM PORT ASSIGNED TO THE
SWITCHING DOMAIN WITH LOOKUP TABLE ENTRIES
AND WITH VOQS FOR THOSE OTM PORTS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE OTHER SYSTEM PORTS ASSIGNED TO THE
SAME SWITCHING DOMAIN AS THAT SYSTEM PORT

(STEP 108)

LIMIT EACH SYSTEM PORT THAT RECEIVES A PACKET
TO FORWARDING THE PACKET TO ONLY THOSE OTM
PORTS FOR WHICH THE LOOKUP TABLE OF THAT
SYSTEM PORT HAS A TABLE ENTRY

(STEP 110)

FIG. 9
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PARTITIONING A NETWORK INTO
MULTIPLE SWITCHING DOMAINS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to data centers and data
processing. More particularly, the invention relates to meth-
ods and apparatus for partitioning data centers into multiple
switching domains.

BACKGROUND

Data centers are generally centralized facilities that pro-
vide Internet and intranet services in support of businesses
and organizations. A typical data center can house various
types of electronic equipment, such as computers, servers
(e.g., email servers, proxy servers, and DNS servers),
switches, routers, data storage devices, and other associated
components. A given data center can be made of different
types of switching domains. One type of switching domain
can comprise a group of cell-based switches managed
through a single traffic management domain. Depending on
the kind of switches, the single switching domain can scale up
to hundreds of thousands of Ethernet ports. Managed
together, all ofthese switches form one virtual, large, flat (i.e.,
without hierarchy) switch. Managing such a large switch as a
single traffic management domain can present difficulties.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the invention features a method for partition-
ing a distributed fabric system into multiple non-overlapping
switching domains. The distributed fabric system includes a
plurality of switches coupled to a cell-based switching fabric.
A logical system port that is globally unique within the dis-
tributed fabric system is mapped to each physical network
port in the distributed fabric system. Each system port is
associated with a look-up table having at least one table entry
for each other system port to be allocated to the same switch-
ing domain as that system port. Each switch that receives a
packet over a given system port is limited to switching the
packet to only those other system ports for which the look-up
table associated with the given system port has a table entry.

In another aspect, the invention features a switch compris-
ing a plurality of physical network ports for receiving packets,
and a network processor in communication with the plurality
of physical network ports. The network processor includes a
switching device, logic to map a globally unique logical sys-
tem port to each physical network port, logic to associate each
system port with a look-up table having at least one table
entry for each other system port to be allocated to the same
switching domain as that system port, and logic to limit the
switching device to switch a packet received by a given one of
the system ports to only those system ports for which the
look-up table associated with the given system port has a table
entry.

In still another aspect, the invention features a distributed
fabric system comprising a plurality of scaled-out fabric cou-
pler (SFC) chassis. Each SFC chassis has a plurality of cell-
based SFC fabric ports and a cell-based fabric element for
switching cells among the cell-based SFC fabric ports of that
SFC chassis. The distributed fabric system further comprises
a plurality of switching distributed line cards (DLCs). Each
switching DLC includes a plurality of cell-based DLC fabric
ports connecting that switching DL.C to each of the SFC
chassis, a plurality of network ports for receiving packets, and
a network processor in communication with the plurality of
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physical network ports and the cell-based DLC fabric ports.
The network processor includes a switching device, logic to
map a globally unique logical system port to each physical
network port, logic to associate each system port with a
look-up table having at least one table entry for each other
system port to be allocated to the same switching domain as
that system port, and logic to limit the switching device to
switch a packet received by a given one of the system ports to
only those system ports for which the look-up table associ-
ated with the given system port has a table entry.

In yet another aspect, the invention features a computer
program product for partitioning a distributed fabric system
into multiple non-overlapping switching domains. The dis-
tributed fabric system includes a plurality of switches coupled
to a switching fabric by cell-based fabric ports. The computer
program product comprises a computer-readable storage
medium having computer-readable program code embodied
therewith. The computer-readable program code comprises
computer-readable program code configured to map a logical
system port that is globally unique within the distributed
fabric system to each physical network port in the distributed
fabric system, computer-readable program code configured
to associate each system port with a look-up table having at
least one table entry for each other system port to be allocated
to the same switching domain as that system port, and com-
puter-readable program code configured to limit each switch
that receives a packet over a given system port to switching
the packet to only those other system ports for which the
look-up table associated with the given system porthas a table
entry.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and further advantages of this invention may be
better understood by referring to the following description in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which like
numerals indicate like structural elements and features in
various figures. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles
of the invention.

FIG. 1 is an embodiment of a networking environment
including a data center with a distributed fabric system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the distrib-
uted fabric system including a plurality of scaled-out fabric
coupler (SFC) chassis interconnected to a plurality of
switches configured as a single large switching domain.

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of an embodiment of
architecture associated with each physical network port of a
switch.

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram of an embodiment of
a switch.

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram of the distributed
fabric system of FIG. 2 partitioned into multiple non-over-
lapping switching domains.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the distributed fabric system of
FIG. 2 wherein, for example, a single DLC is partitioned into
multiple non-overlapping switching domains.

FIG. 7 is ablock diagram of the distributed fabric system of
FIG. 2, illustrating another example of a single DLC parti-
tioned into multiple non-overlapping switching domains.

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram of the distributed fabric system of
FIG. 2 wherein, for example, multiple DL.Cs are partitioned
into multiple non-overlapping switching domains, with each
of such switching domains spanning the multiple DLCs.
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FIG. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
process for partitioning a cell-based distributed fabric system
into multiple switching domains.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Data centers can include a cell-based distributed fabric
system comprised of a plurality of switches (called Distrib-
uted Line Cards or DLCs) coupled to distributed switching
fabric boxes (called Scaled up Fabric Coupler or SFCs) by
cell-based fabric ports. These DL.Cs and SFCs can form a
single large traffic management domain. A partitioning
mechanism, described herein, partitions the distributed fabric
system into multiple non-overlapping switching domains.
The partitioning mechanism operates to isolate the switching
domains from each other such that one switching domain
cannot switch the packets belonging to another switching
domain.

In brief, the partitioning of the distributed fabric system
into multiple non-overlapping switching domains is achieved
by mapping a globally unique logical system port to each
physical network port in the distributed fabric system and
associating each system port with a look-up table that deter-
mines the other system ports to which the that system port can
switch a packet. Each DLC that receives a packet over a given
system port can switch the packet only to those other system
ports for which the look-up table associated with the given
system port has a corresponding table entry. In effect, the
entries of the look-up table of a given system port identifies
those other system ports that are members of the same switch-
ing domain as the given system port.

Advantageously, the partitioning mechanism facilitates a
hosted data center, wherein server racks and top-of-rack
switches can be dedicated to individual customers. In addi-
tion, the partitioning mechanism enables the implementation
of control and management planes for each switching domain
partition independently ofthe planes of every other switching
domain partition. Rather than a single control plane and
single management plane for a virtual, large, flat switch,
which can scale up to 250 thousand Ethernet ports in one
switching domain, the multiple independent control and man-
agement planes divide the large switching domain into
smaller switching domains, thus, simplifying traffic manage-
ment.

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of a networking environment
2 including customer systems 4A, 4B, 4N (generally, 4) in
communication with a data center 6 over a network 8. In
general, the data center 6 is a facility that houses various
computers, routers, switches, and other associated equipment
in support of applications and data that are integral to the
operation of a business, organization, or other entities. The
data center 6 may be embodied at a single site or distributed
among multiple sites. Embodiments of the network 8 include,
but are not limited to, local-area networks (LLAN), metro-area
networks (MAN), and wide-area networks (WAN), such as
the Internet or World Wide Web.

In this illustrative example, the data center 6 includes a
group of cell-based switches 10, also referred to herein as
distributed line card (DLC) chassis, in communication with
one or more scaled-out fabric coupler (SFC) chassis 12 over
communication links 14. Each SFC chassis 12 has one or
more cell-based switch fabric elements (not shown) for
switching cells among the switches 10. The one or more SFC
chassis 12 provide a cell-based switching fabric for the DL.Cs
10. The DL.Cs 10 and SFCs 12 together embody a cell-based
distributed fabric system that can operate as a single switch-
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4

ing domain, or be partitioned into multiple non-overlapping
switching domains, as described further herein.

Connected to each of the DLCs 10 are zero, one, or more
servers 16. In general, a server 16 is a computer (or group of
computers) that provides one or more services to the data
center 6, examples of which include, but are not limited to,
email servers, proxy servers, DNS servers, control plane serv-
ers, and management plane servers.

In the data center 6, functionality of a switching domain
occurs generally on three planes: a management plane, a
control plane, and a data plane. The management of each
switching domain, such as configuration management, runt-
ime configuration management, presentation of information
(show and display), graph generation, and handling SNMP
(Simple Network Management Protocol) requests, occurs on
the management plane. The control plane is associated with
those functions involving network signaling and control. In
general, the control plane contains the logic used to program
the data plane, so that packets are forwarded correctly
throughout the distributed fabric system. The data plane man-
ages data flow. In the data center 6, the functionality of the
management plane and/or control plane of each switching
domain can be centrally implemented at one or more of the
servers 16, as described further herein. The functionality of
the data plane is distributed among the DLCs 10.

A customer system 4 can provide a centralized point of
administration for managing and controlling the DL.Cs 10 and
the SFCs 12. Through a customer system 4, a user or network
administrator of the data center 6 can access the control plane
and/or management plane running on a server 16 in order to
manage a particular switching domain. A graphical user inter-
face (GUI) application executing on a customer system 4 can
serve to provide the network administrator with a view of the
entire network topology of a switching domain. An example
of such a GUI application is Blade Harmony Manager®
provided by IBM Corporation of Armonk, N.Y. Although
shown outside of the data center 6, one or more of the cus-
tomer systems 4 may be considered part of the data center 6.

A customer system 4 can connect directly (point-to-point)
or indirectly to a given DLC 10 of the data center 6 over one
of a variety of connections, such as standard telephone lines,
digital subscriber line (DSL), asynchronous DSL, LAN or
WAN links (e.g., T1, T3), broadband connections (Frame
Relay, ATM), and wireless connections (e.g., 802.11(a),
802.11(b), 802.11(g), 802.11(n)). Using a network protocol,
such as Telnet, a customer system 4 can access a command-
line interface (CLI) of a given DLC 10 or the control plane
and/or management plane of a switching domain.

FIG. 2 shows an example embodiment of a cell-based
distributed fabric system 20 having four independent SFC
chassis 12-1,12-2, 12-3, and 12-4 (generally, 12) in commu-
nication with a plurality of cell-based switches or DL.Cs 10-1,
10-2, 10-N (generally, 10). The number (N) of DL.Cs 10 can
range in the hundreds and thousands. As an example, four
256-fabric port SFC chassis 12 together can connect up to 256
DLCs.

Each SFC chassis 12 includes a set of cell-based switch
fabric elements (FE) 22 in communication with N SFC fabric
ports 24, there being at least as many SFC fabric ports 24 in
each SFC chassis 12 as the number of DLCs 10 in the distrib-
uted fabric system 20. Each set of fabric elements 22 corre-
sponds to a CLOS of fabric elements of an SFC chassis 12 that
switches cells between fabric ports 24 based on the destina-
tion information in the cell header. An example implementa-
tion of the switch fabric elements 22 is the BCM 88750,
produced by Broadcom, of Irvine, Calif.
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Each DLC 10 has network-facing ports 28, network pro-
cessors 30-1, 30-2 (generally, 30), and fabric-facing ports 32.
The network-facing (or network) ports 28 can be in commu-
nication with servers 16, with external switching domains,
and with the network 8, for example, the Internet. In one
embodiment, each DLC 10 has forty network ports 28, with
each of the network ports 28 being configured as a 10 Gbps
Ethernet port (the aggregate network bandwidth of the DL.C
10 is 400 Gbps) that receives Ethernet packets. An example
implementation of the network processors 30 is the BCM
88650, produced by Broadcom, of Irvine, Calif.

In this example, the distributed fabric system 20 has a
full-mesh configuration: each DL.C 10 is in communication
with each of the SFCs 12; more specifically, each of the
fabric-facing ports 32 (hereafter, switch fabric port 32) of a
given DLC 10 is in electrical communication with an SFC
fabric port 24 of a different one of the SFCs 12 over a com-
munication link 14. Referring to the DLC 10-1 as a represen-
tative example, the switch fabric port 32-1 of the DLC 10-1 is
in communication with the fabric port 24-1 of the SFC 12-1,
the switch fabric port 32-2 with the SFC fabric port 24-1 of the
SFC 12-2, the switch fabric port 32-3 with the SFC fabric port
24-1 of the SFC 12-3, and the switch fabric port 32-4 with the
SFC fabric port 24-1 of the SFC 12-4. Connected in this
full-mesh configuration, the DL.Cs 10 and SFCs 12 form a
distributed virtual chassis or virtual flat switch, with the
DLCs 10 acting as line cards. Such a distributed virtual chas-
sis is modular; that is, DLCs 10 can be added to or removed
from the distributed virtual chassis, one at a time, like line
cards added to or removed from a physical chassis.

The communication link 14 between each switch fabric
port 32 and an SFC fabric port 24 can be a wired connection.
Interconnect variants include Direct Attached Cable (DAC)
or optical cable. DAC provides five to seven meters of cable
length; whereas the optical cable offers up to 100 meters of
connectivity within the data center, (standard optical connec-
tivity can exceed 10 km). Alternatively, the communication
link 14 can be a direct physical connection (i.e., electrical
connectors of the switch fabric ports 32 physically connect
directly to electrical connectors of the SFC fabric ports 24).

During operation of the distributed fabric system 20, pack-
ets arrive at the network ports 28 of the DL.Cs 10. For each
received packet, one of the network processors 30 of the DL.C
10 adds metadata/pre-classification header to the packet. The
network processor 30 then partitions the packet into one or
more fixed-size cells (e.g., 256 bytes). The network processor
30 sends the cells out through the switch fabric ports 32 to
each of the SFCs 12, sending different cells to different SFCs
12. For example, consider an incoming packet with a length
of 1600 bytes. The receiving network processor 30 of the
DLC 10 can split the packet into four cells of 400 bytes
(before adding header information—e.g., 10 bytes—to those
cells). The network processor 30 then sends a different cell to
each ofthe four SFCs 12, in effect, achieving a load balancing
of the cells across the SFCs 12.

In each SFC 12, a cell-based switch fabric element 22
receives a cell and examines the header of that cell, deter-
mines its destination, and sends the cell out through the
appropriate one of the SFC fabric ports 24 of that SFC to the
destination DLC 10. The destination DL.C 10 receives all cells
related to the original packet from the SFCs 12, reassembles
the original packet (i.e., removing the added headers, com-
bining cells), and sends the reassembled packet out through
the appropriate one of its network ports 28. Continuing with
the previous four-cell example, consider that each SFC deter-
mines that the destination DLC 10 is DLC 10-2. Each SFC 12
sends its cell out through its fabric port 24-2 to the DLC 10-2.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

The DLC 10-2 reassembles the packet from the four received
cells (the added headers providing an order in which to com-
bine the cells) and sends the packet out of the appropriate
network port 28. The pre-classification header information in
the cells determines the appropriate network port 28.

The full-mesh configuration of FIG. 2, having the four SFC
chassis 12, is a full-line rate configuration, that is, the aggre-
gate bandwidth for transmitting cells from a given DL.C 10 to
the SFCs (i.e., 480 Gbps) is greater than the aggregate band-
width of packets arriving at the given DLC 10 on the network
ports 28 (i.e., 400 Gbps). The configuration can also be
adapted to support various oversubscription permutations for
DLCs 10. For example, instead of having four SFCs 12, the
distributed fabric system 20 may have only two SFC chassis
12-1, 12-2, with each DLC 10 using only two switch fabric
ports 32 for communicating with the SFC chassis 12, one
switch fabric port 32 for each of the two SFC chassis 12. This
permutation of oversubscription has, for example, each DL.C
10 on its network side with an aggregate ingress 400 Gbps
bandwidth (forty 10 Gbps Ethernet Ports) and an aggregate
egress 240 Gbps cell-switching bandwidth on its two 120
Gbps switch fabric ports 32 for communicating with the two
SFCs 12. Other oversubscription permutations can be prac-
ticed.

In one embodiment, the DLCs 10 of the distributed fabric
system 20 are configured as a single switching domain 40 that
includes all of the DLCs 10. In this embodiment, the man-
agement and/or control planes can run on a server 16 coupled
to one of the network-facing ports 28 of any of the DLCs
(here, e.g., DLC 10-1). The cell-based DLCs 10 redirect
management and control packets that they receive over their
network ports 28 to this server 16 for processing. In the other
direction, the server 16 sends management and control pack-
ets to the DLCs 10 for transmission out through their network
ports 28.

In other embodiments, described further in connection
with FIGS. 5-8, the distributed fabric system 20 is partitioned
into multiple non-overlapping switching domains; each
switching domain being a different subset of one or more
DLCs 10, a different subset of the network ports of one or
more DLCs, or combinations thereof. Each switching domain
can have its management and/or control planes running on
one of the servers 16 coupled to a physical network port 28 of
a DLC 10 in that switching domain.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of architecture associated
with each physical network port 28 of a DL.C 10, including a
network processor 30 in communication with memory 50.
The physical network port 28 (e.g., 2a 40 G or 100 G Ethernet
port) includes a PHY 52 in communication with a MAC
sub-layer 54 over serial links 56. To process packets entering
and leaving the physical network port 28, the network pro-
cessor 30 has ingress buffering and frame processing logic 58,
egress transmission logic 60, and switching logic 62. The
memory 50 provides queues, which include ingress virtual
output queues (VOQs) 86 and egress queues 88, as described
in FIG. 4. In one embodiment, the memory 50 is part of the
network processor 30.

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of architecture fora DLC 10,
including the physical network ports 28 and one of the net-
work processors 30. The switching device (e.g., ASIC) of a
DLC 10 usually supports hundreds of physical network ports
28, which can have, for example, 40 G or 100 G bandwidth
capabilities. The physical network ports 28 generally share all
processing and buffering resources of the switching devices
(e.g., ASICs) in the DLC 10. Packets 66 arriving at the DLC
10 come through the physical network ports 28 (in contrast to
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cells, which arrive and leave the DLC 10 on the switch fabric
ports 32 and are not the subject of FIG. 4).

The network processor 30 includes a switching engine 70
and a packet processor having an ingress component (ingress
packet processor) 72 and an egress component (egress packet
processor) 74. The ingress packet processor 72 includes a
look-up engine 76 that manages entries of one or more look
up tables of the switching device used to make switching
decisions. The switching engine 70 includes a switch fabric
78 and a traffic manager comprised of an ingress component
(ingress TM) 80 and an egress component (output TM) 82.

The traffic manager associates each physical network port
28 with one system port. Each system port is a logical entity
that is globally unique among all the DL.Cs 10 connected to
same set of SFCs 12. The association between system ports
and physical network ports 28 provides a mechanism for
uniquely identifying physical network ports 28 within the
distributed fabric system 20. Accordingly, any reference
herein to a system port encompasses the specific physical
network port 28 associated with that system port, and any
reference to a physical network port 28 encompasses the
globally unique system port associated with that physical
network port.

The traffic manager also partitions the physical network
ports 28 into virtual ports, referred to as ingress traffic man-
ager (ITM) ports at the ingress side of the network processor
30 and as output traffic manager (OTM) ports at the egress
side of the network processor 30. The traffic manager inter-
nally divides the resources of the switching device, such as its
ingress and egress queues and buffers, among these virtual
ports (i.e., the ITM and OTM ports). Each system port is
mapped to one ITM port for the ingress TM 80 and to one
OTM port for the egress TM 82. The look up table(s) maintain
the mapping of physical network ports 28 to system ports, and
system ports to ITM ports and OTM ports; all lookup table
entries are based on either the OTM port or ITM port. In
general, the traffic manager switches packets 66 across the
ITM ports and OTM ports, and can manage (e.g., shape,
condition, etc.) traffic at the individual virtual port (i.e., ITM,
OTM) level.

The ingress and egress traffic managers 80, 82 manage
temporary buffering of incoming packets 66 for preprocess-
ing. The ingress TM 80 is independently programmable (i.e.,
microcode loaded through a microcode facility) to perform
various traffic control operations (e.g., priority, buffering,
traffic shaping and/or conditioning) based on the source vir-
tual ports of the packets. The ingress TM 80 generates and
manages ingress queues 86 (also referred to as virtual output
queues or VOQs) for receiving the incoming packets 66. The
ingress queues 86 are illustrated as horizontal lines within the
ingress TM 80. Each VOQ 86 is exclusively associated with
one of the OTM ports, and used exclusively for receiving
packets to be switched to that OTM port. Like the ingress TM
80, the egress TM 82 is independently programmable (i.e.,
microcode loaded through a microcode facility) to perform
various traffic control operations (e.g., priority, buffering,
traffic shaping and/or conditioning) based on the destination
virtual ports of the packets. The egress TM 82 generates and
allocates egress queues 88 to the OTM ports, with each OTM
port being allocated its own egress queue 88.

Within the network processor 30, the switching destination
for a packet 66 is identified by an OTM port and VOQ duple
(OTM port, VOQ). For the switching engine 70 to switch
packets arriving at a given system port to another system port,
the ingress logic 58 (FIG. 3) of the given system port needs to
be configured with one or more VOQs associated with the
OTM port of the other system port. If the ingress logic of a
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given system port does not have one or more VOQs for a
certain OTM port, that is, the look-up table lacks an entry for
the switching destination, the switching engine 70 cannot
switch packets to that OTM port (or system port). Such pack-
ets destined for such OTM ports may be dropped. In the single
switching domain of FIG. 2, the look-up tables associated
with all system ports have entries for all OTM ports in all
DLCs, and all system ports have VOQs configured for those
OTM ports. Accordingly, each system port can thus switch
packets to any other system port (OTM port) in the distributed
fabric system 20.

The prerequisite that a system port be aware of an OTM
port in order to send it packets can also be used to isolate
system ports from other system ports and, thus, for partition-
ing the distributed fabric system 20 into multiple non-over-
lapping (isolated) switching domains. For instance, in one
embodiment, a look-up table associated with each system
port of a given DLC (e.g., 10-1) has a table entry for all other
OTM ports (and, thus, system ports) in the same given DL.C
(e.g., 10-1). Each system port in the given DL.C 10 is thus able
to switch packets to all those other OTM ports in the same
given DLC 10. In addition, the system ports of the given DL.C
(e.g., 10-1) can be configured to be unaware of the OTM ports
of the other DLCs (e.g., 10-2, 10-N) connected to the same
SFCs 12 by lacking table entries for those other OTM ports.
Thus, the system ports of the given DLC (e.g., 10-1) cannot
switch packets to those OTM ports of those other DL.Cs (e.g.,
10-2, 10-N), effectively isolating the switching domain
embodied by the given DLC (e.g., 10-1) from the one or more
switching domains embodied by those other DLCs (e.g.,
10-2,10-N). For isolated switching domains, packets belong-
ing to one switching domain cannot be switched by another
switching domain. In addition, these principles can extend to
partitioning an individual DLC into multiple switching
domains by configuring some of the system ports (i.e., their
associated physical network ports 28) of the DLC so that they
cannot see, and therefore cannot switch packets to, other
system ports within the same DLC.

In addition, all the servers 16 (FIG. 1) connected to a
physical network port 28 mapped to a system ports of the
given DLC (e.g., 10-1) form a virtual POD (i.e., a Point of
Delivery). A virtual POD can be managed independently by
running the control plane and/or management plane on one of
the directly attached servers 16. The servers 16 of one virtual
POD are isolated from servers 16 in another virtual POD; that
is, servers 16 in different virtual PODs cannot send and
receive packets from each other. Thus, an individual customer
can own a virtual POD at a hosted data center. Each virtual
POD within the distributed fabric system 20 provides com-
plete feature set of the flat data center switch, but all virtual
PODs share the same set of SFCs 12.

Each packet 66 arriving at a physical network port 28 is
processed by the ingress logic 58 of the associated system
port. The ingress and egress packet processors 72, 74 deter-
mine the [TM port and OTM port for each packet. In brief, the
ingress packet processor 72 performs conversions from
source network ports 28 to I'TM ports and from I'TM ports to
OTM ports, and the egress packet processor 74 performs
conversions from OTM ports to destination network ports 28.

Each packet 66 arriving at a physical network port 28 has a
header and a payload. The ingress packet processor 72 parses
the packet 66. Based on information in the packet header, the
look-up engine 76 of the ingress packet processor 72 deter-
mines the I'TM port assigned to the packet. Based on this I[TM
port, the ingress packet processor 72 employs the look-up
engine 76 to determine a destination physical network port 28
for the packet 66, and a destination OTM port and VOQ 86 for
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the packet based on the destination physical network port 28.
When a DLC (e.g., 10-1) does not know the OTM ports of the
other DLCs, the lookup logic is certain not to send packets to
those other DLCs, which operates to partition the distributed
fabric system 20 into smaller isolated switching domains.

In addition, the ingress packet processor 72 adds a pre-
classification header to each packet 66. At the ingress pre-
classification of packets, the network processor 30 considers
the ITM port that is assigned to the packets to be the ingress
port, rather than the high-bandwidth physical network port 28
through which the packets arrived. Microcode logic of the
network processor 30 determines the assigned ITM port
based on information carried by certain (predetermined)
fields in the packet (e.g., the S-tag in Ethernet standard
packet). The pre-classification header carries information
about the I'TM port. In one embodiment, the pre-classification
header includes, but is not limited to, fields for the I'TM port,
the source VLAN, a QoS for the packet, statistics pointers,
and the destination OTM port.

The ingress packet processor 72 can forward the packet 66
to the ingress TM 80 by placing the packet (or a pointer to that
packet) into the VOQ 86 associated with the destination OTM
port. Alternatively, the ingress TM 80 can move the packet 66
to the appropriate VOQ 86 based on the I'TM port or OTM port
in the pre-classification header of the packet. Because the
destination identified by the duple (OTM port, VOQ) resides
within the same virtual POD, packets are not forwarded inter-
nally to other virtual PODs.

The switch fabric 78 takes the packets from the VOQs 86
and switches them to the egress TM 82 based on the pre-
classification header contents. In the transfer of packets from
the ingress queues 86 to the egress queues 88, the ingress and
egress packet processors 86, 88 can engage in a handshaking
process. The ingress packet processor 72 signals to the egress
packet processor 74 that it has a packet for transfer. In
response, the ingress packet processor 72 receives credit.
When sufficient credit is acquired, the ingress packet proces-
sor 72 sends the packet to the egress packet processor 74.

The egress TM 82 interacts with the OTM port to make sure
the packets residing in the VOQs 86 are delivered to their
destinations. For this operation, the packets 66 may leave the
DLC 10 through the switch fabric ports 32 (FIG. 2), travel
through the SFCs 12 in the form of cells, and return to the
destination DLC (which can be the same as the source DLC)
through its switch fabric ports 32, as described in connection
with FIG. 2.

When packets 66 are to be sent out of the physical network
ports 28, the egress packet processor 74 performs conversions
from destination OTM ports to physical network ports 28,
taking packets from the egress queues 88 and forwarding
them to their destination physical network ports 28 based on
the destination OTM ports. The egress packet processor 74
may remove the pre-classification header from each packet
before forwarding that packet to a destination physical net-
work port 28 (or the destination physical port 28 can remove
the pre-classification header).

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of the cell-based distributed
fabric system 20 of FIG. 2 partitioned into multiple switching
domains 40-1, 40-2, and 40-3 in accordance with the prin-
ciples described herein. Each of the switching domains 40-1
and 40-2 is comprised of a single DL.C 10, and the switching
domain 40-3 is comprised of multiple DL.Cs. For example,
the switching domain 40-1 consists of only one DLC, specifi-
cally DLC 10-1. The system ports of the DL.C 10-1 are aware
of the OTM ports of the DLC 10-1 only, and are not config-
ured with lookup table entries or VOQs for any OTM ports of
the other DLCs 10-2, DLC-N. The servers 16-1, 16-2, and
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16-3 connected to the network ports 28 of DL.C 10-1 are part
of a virtual POD, the boundaries of which the DLC 10-1
establishes. Any of such servers 16-1, 16-2, and 16-3 can run
the control plane and/or management planes for the switching
domain 40-1.

Similarly, the switching domain 40-2 consists of only one
DLC, specifically DLC 10-2, because the system ports of
DLC 10-2 are aware of the OTM ports of the DL.C 10-2 only,
and are not configured with lookup table entries or VOQs for
any OTM ports of the other DL.Cs 10-1, DL.C-N. The virtual
POD produced by the switching domain 40-2 includes the
servers 16-4, 16-5, 16-6, and 16-7, which are attached to
network ports 28 of the DL.C 10-2. The control plane and/or
management planes for the switching domain 40-2 can run on
any of such servers 16-4, 16-5, 16-6, and 16-7 (independently
of the control and/or management planes running on one of
the servers for the other switching domains 40-1, 40-3).

The switching domain 40-3 includes multiple DLCs,
including DL.C-N and one or more other DLCs represented
by the ellipsis ( . . . ). The system ports of each DLC in the
switching domain 40-3 know the OTM ports of each other
DLC in the switching domain 40-3, and are not configured
with lookup table entries or VOQs for any OTM ports of the
other DLCs 10-1, DLC 10-2. The virtual POD produced by
the switching domain 40-3 includes the server 16-8 con-
nected to the network ports 28 of a DLC (encompassed by the
ellipsis) and the servers 16-9, 16-10, and 16-11 connected to
the network ports 28 of the DL.C 10-N. Any of such servers
16-8,16-9, 16-10, and 16-11 can run the control plane and/or
management planes for the switching domain 40-3 (indepen-
dently of the control and/or management planes for the other
switching domains 40-1, 40-2).

FIG. 6, FIG. 7, and FIG. 8 show alternative example
embodiments of switching domain partitions for the cell-
based distributed fabric system 20 of FIG. 2 (only the DLCs
10 and servers 16 being shown for simplicity sake). The
embodiments shown in FIG. 6, FIG. 7, and FIG. 8 are
examples; other combinations of partitions can be produced
without departing from the principles described herein.

In FIG. 6, the DLC 10-2 is partitioned into two switching
domains 40-4, 40-5 (the partitions 40-1 and 40-3 are
unchanged from FIG. 5). In this example, the network pro-
cessors 30-1, 30-2 of DL.C 10-2 define the boundaries of the
partitions 40-4, 40-5; that is, the physical network ports 28
connected to network processor 30-1 are configured to be in
the switching domain 40-4, and the physical network ports 28
connected to network processor 30-2 are configured to be in
the switching domain 40-5. The intent of the dashed boxes is
to show abstractly the boundaries of the switching domains
40-4, 40-5, although it is to be understood that the switching
domains 40-4, 40-5 share all of the fabric ports 32 of the DL.C
10-2. Either server 16-4 or 16-5 can manage the control
and/or management planes for the switching domain 40-4.
Similarly, either server 16-6 or 16-7 can manage the control
and/or management planes for the switching domain 40-5
(independently of the control and/or management planes of
the switching domain 40-4).

FIG. 7 illustrates that partitioning can occur along bound-
aries defined by subsets (or groups) of the network ports
connected to a network processor (e.g., 30-1). In FIG. 7, the
configuration of the network ports 28 of DL.C 10-2 produces
three partitions 40-5, 40-6, and 40-7. These switching
domains 40-5, 40-6, and 40-7 share all of the fabric ports 32
of the DLC 10-2. Some of the physical network ports 28
connected to network processor 30-1 are configured to be in
the switching domain 40-6, the other physical network ports
28 connected to network processor 30-1 are configured to be
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in the switching domain 40-7, and all of the physical network
ports 28 connected to network processor 30-2 are configured
to be in the switching domain 40-5. The control and/or man-
agement planes for the switching domain 40-6 can run on the
server 16-4, while the control and/or management planes for
the switching domain 40-7 can run on the server 16-5.

In FIG. 8, both of the two switching domains 40-4, 40-5 of
FIG. 6 span the two DL.Cs 10-1, 10-2. Within each DL.C10-1,
10-2, the network processors 30-1, 30-2 define the boundaries
of the partitions 40-4, 40-5. The physical network ports 28
connected to network processor 30-1 of each DLC 10-1, 10-2
are configured to be in the switching domain 40-4, and the
physical network ports 28 connected to network processor
30-2 of each DLC 10-1, 10-2 are configured to be in the
switching domain 40-5. The switching domains 40-4, 40-5
share all of the fabric ports 32 ofthe DL.Cs 10-1 and 10-2. Any
of the servers 16-1, 16-2, 16-4, 16-5 connected to a network
port 28 that is configured to be part of the switching domain
40-4 can manage the control and/or management planes for
the switching domain 40-4. Similarly, any of the servers 16-3,
16-6,16-7 can manage the control and/or management planes
for the switching domain 40-5.

FIG. 9 shows an embodiment of a process 100 for parti-
tioning a distributed fabric system into multiple non-overlap-
ping switching domains. At step 102, each physical network
port 28 of the switching devices (ASICS) in the DL.Cs 10
within the distributed fabric system 20 is mapped to a globally
unique logical system port. Each system port is associated
with (step 104) an ITM port and an OTM port. The ITM and
OTM ports for the network ports can be generated statically,
which can occur at boot time of the DLC in accordance with
a configuration file.

System ports (and, thus, by association, their associated
network ports) are allocated (step 106) to a non-overlapping
switching domain. For example, a data center administrator
can determine to allocate a particular DLC (e.g., 10-2) to a
switching domain in order to provide a virtual POD for a
particular customer. If the particular DLC is to define the
switching domain boundary, then each system port of the
DLC is effectively allocated to that switching domain. Alter-
natively, the administrator may determine that only certain
system ports of the particular DL.C are to be allocated to that
switching domain, whereas other system ports of the DL.C are
to be allocated to another switching domain (i.e., the system
ports themselves, rather than the DL.C, define the switching
domain boundaries). As another option, the administrator
may determine that the switching domain is to span multiple
DLCs, whereas each system port of those multiple DLCs is
allocated to this switching domain.

To enable switching packets between network ports 28 in
the switching domain, each system port allocated to the
switching domain is configured (step 108) with lookup table
entries and ingress queues (VOQs) 86 for those OTM ports
associated with the other system ports allocated to the same
switching domain as that system port. To keep packet traffic
belonging to the switching domain within the boundaries of
the switching domain, each system port that receives a packet
is limited to forwarding (step 110) the packet to only those
OTM ports for which the lookup table associated with that
system port is configured with an ingress queue (VOQ). The
lookup tables of the ingress packet processor 72 can be used
to achieve this constraint on packet forwarding. For instance,
if a system port does not have a particular OTM port in its
lookup tables, the system port cannot see the OTM port in
order to forward packets to it.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method,
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and computer program product. Thus, aspects of the present
invention may be embodied entirely in hardware, entirely in
software (including, but not limited to, firmware, program
code, resident software, microcode), or in a combination of
hardware and software. All such embodiments may generally
be referred to herein as a circuit, a module, or a system. In
addition, aspects of the present invention may be in the form
of a computer program product embodied in one or more
computer readable media having computer readable program
code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wired, optical fiber cable, radio
frequency (RF), etc. or any suitable combination thereof.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as JAVA,
Smalltalk, C++, and Visual C++ or the like and conventional
procedural programming languages, such as the C and Pascal
programming languages or similar programming languages.
The program code may execute entirely on the user’s com-
puter, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter, the remote computer may be connected to the user’s
computer through any type of network, including a local area
network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for example,
through the Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

The program code may execute entirely on a user’s com-
puter, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on a remote computer or server. Any
such remote computer may be connected to the user’s com-
puter through any type of network, including a local area
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network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for example,
through the Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described with refer-
ence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of meth-
ods, apparatus (systems) and computer program products
according to embodiments of the invention. It will be under-
stood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by
computer program instructions. These computer program
instructions may be provided to a processor of a general
purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the processor of
the computer or other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, create means for implementing the functions/acts
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical function
(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative imple-
mentations, the functions noted in the block may occur out of
the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks shown
in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially concur-
rently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse
order, depending upon the functionality involved. It will also
be noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented
by special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts, or combinations of special pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

Aspects of the described invention may be implemented in
one or more integrated circuit (IC) chips manufactured with
semiconductor-fabrication processes. The maker of the IC
chips can distribute them in raw wafer form (on a single wafer
with multiple unpackaged chips), as bare die, or in packaged
form. When in packaged form, the IC chip is mounted in a
single chip package, for example, a plastic carrier with leads
affixed to a motherboard or other higher level carrier, orin a
multichip package, for example, a ceramic carrier having
surface and/or buried interconnections. The IC chip is then
integrated with other chips, discrete circuit elements, and/or
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other signal processing devices as part of either an interme-
diate product, such as a motherboard, or of an end product.
The end product can be any product that includes IC chips,
ranging from electronic gaming systems and other low-end
applications to advanced computer products having a display,
an input device, and a central processor.

Many modifications and variations will be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art without departing from the
scope and spirit of the invention. The embodiments were
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of
the invention and the practical application, and to enable
others of ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention
for various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It is be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed.

While the invention has been shown and described with
reference to specific preferred embodiments, it should be
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in
form and detail may be made therein without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the follow-
ing claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for partitioning a distributed fabric system, the
method comprising:

providing a plurality of switches that each link a packet-

based network to the distributed fabric network;
allocating at least one of the plurality of switches to each of
a plurality of non-overlapping switching domains;
allocating at least one system port to each switching
domain;
producing multiple different look-up tables, wherein each
look-up table corresponds to a different switching
domain of the multiple non-overlapping switching
domains in the distributed fabric system; and

associating each system port with the look-up table of the
multiple look-up tables that corresponds to the switch-
ing domain to which that system port is allocated, the
look-up table associated with each system port having at
least one table entry for each other system port allocated
to the same switching domain as that system port.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising limiting each
switch in the distributed fabric system that receives a packet
over a given system port to switching the packet to only those
other system ports for which the look-up table associated with
the given system port has a table entry.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating each system port with its own ingress traffic

manager (ITM) port and with its own output traffic man-
ager (OTM) port; and
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configuring each system port with at least one virtual out-
put queue for each OTM port associated with another
system port to be allocated to the same switching
domain as that system port.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising centrally
managing, in each of the non-overlapping switching
domains, a control plane on a server connected to a physical
network port of a switch in that non-overlapping switching
domain.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising configuring
one of the non-overlapping switching domains to include
only one switch in the distributed fabric system.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising configuring
one of the non-overlapping switching domains to include
only a subset of the system ports in one or more of switches in
the distributed fabric system.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising configuring
one of the non-overlapping switching domains to include all
of'the system ports of more than one and fewer than all of the
switches in the distributed fabric system.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising switching a
packetreceived over a given system port if a destination of the
packet is one of the other system ports for which the look-up
table associated with the given system port has a correspond-
ing table entry, and dropping the packet if the look-up table of
the given system port lacks a corresponding table entry for the
destination of the packet.

9. A switch of a switching domain of a plurality of non-
overlapping switching domains that link a packet-based net-
work to a fabric network comprising:

a plurality of system ports;

a plurality of network ports that communicate with the

packet-based network;

aplurality of fabric ports that communicate with the fabric

network;

a network processor including:

logic to allocate at least one system port to at least one
network port of each switching domain;

logic to produce multiple different look-up tables,
wherein each look-up table corresponds to a different
switching domain of the multiple non-overlapping
switching domains in the distributed fabric system;
and

logic to associate each system port with the look-up
table of the multiple look-up tables that corresponds
to the switching domain to which that system port is
allocated, the look-up table associated with each sys-
tem port having at least one table entry for each other
system port allocated to the same switching domain as
that system port.

10. The switch of claim 9, wherein the network processor
further comprises logic to limit switching a packet received
over a given system port to only those other system ports for
which the look-up table associated with the given system port
has a table entry.

11. The switch of claim 9, further comprising memory
configured to provide a plurality of virtual output queues, and
wherein the network processor further comprises:

logic to associate each system port with its own ingress

traffic manager (ITM) port and with its own output traf-
fic manager (OTM) port; and

logic to configure each system port with at least one virtual

output queue for each OTM port associated with another
system port to be allocated to the same switching
domain as that system port.

12. The switch of claim 9, wherein the look-up table asso-
ciated with a given system port has at least one table entry for
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all other system ports in the switch and lacks table entries for
any other system ports that are mapped to physical network
ports on another switch.
13. The switch of claim 9, wherein the look-up table asso-
ciated with a given system port has at least one table entry for
only a subset of the system ports of the switch.
14. The switch of claim 9, wherein the look-up table asso-
ciated with a given system port has at least one table entry for
one or more other system ports that are mapped to physical
network ports on another switch.
15. The switch of claim 9, wherein the network processor
further comprises logic to switch a packet received over a
given system port if a destination of the packet is one of the
other system ports for which the look-up table associated with
the given system port has a corresponding table entry, and
dropping the packet if the look-up table associated with the
given system port lacks a corresponding table entry for the
destination of the packet.
16. A distributed fabric system which communicates with
a packet-based network comprising:
a plurality of scaled-out fabric coupler (SFC) chassis in a
fabric network, each SFC chassis having a plurality of
cell-based SFC fabric ports and a cell-based fabric ele-
ment for switching cells among the cell-based SFC fab-
ric ports of that SFC chassis; and
a plurality of switching distributed line cards (“DLCs”)
each adapted to link the packet-based network to the
fabric network, each switching DL.C including:
a plurality of cell-based DLC fabric ports connecting
that switching DLC to each of the SFC chassis
through the fabric network; and
anetwork processor in communication with the plurality
of cell-based DL.C fabric ports, the network processor
including:
logic to allocate at least one of the plurality of switch-
ing DLCs to a plurality of non-overlapping switch-
ing domains;

logic to allocate at least one system port to each
switching domain;

logic to produce multiple different look-up tables,
wherein each look-up table corresponds to a differ-
ent switching domain of the multiple non-overlap-
ping switching domains in the distributed fabric
system; and

logic to associate each system port with the look-up
table of the multiple look-up tables that corre-
sponds to the switching domain to which that sys-
tem port is allocated, the look-up table associated
with each system port having at least one table
entry for each other system port allocated to the
same switching domain as that system port.

17. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, wherein each
switching DLC further comprises a plurality of physical net-
work ports, and wherein the network processor of each
switching DLC further comprises logic to uniquely map each
system port to one physical network port of the plurality of
physical network ports.

18. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, wherein the
network processor of each switching DLC further comprises
logic to limit switching a packet received over a given system
port to only those other system ports for which the look-up
table associated with the given system port has a table entry.

19. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, further com-
prising memory configured to provide a plurality of virtual
output queues, and wherein the network processor of each
switching DLC further comprises:
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logic to associate each system port of that switching DL.C
with its own ingress traffic manager (ITM) port and with
its own output traffic manager (OTM) port; and

logic to configure each system port of that switching DL.C

with at least one virtual output queue for each OTM port 5
associated with another system port to be allocated to the
same switching domain as that system port.

20. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, further com-
prising a server, for each switching domain, connected to a
network port of a given switching DLC in that switching 10
domain, the server for each switching domain independently
managing a control plane for that switching domain.

21. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, wherein at
least one of the non-overlapping switching domains includes
only one of the DL.Cs in the distributed fabric system. 15

22. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, wherein at
least one of the non-overlapping switching domains includes
only a subset of the system ports in one or more of the
switching DL.Cs.

23. The distributed fabric system of claim 16, wherein at 20
least one of the non-overlapping switching domains spans
more than one and fewer than all of the switching DL.Cs in the
distributed fabric system.
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